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Prefatory :

THE present work, the fifth stava{:hymn) of the
Pancastavi with a scholarly commentary by late

Pandit Harabhatta Sastri, appears rather in isolation
from the earlier stavas. The Ms of the work had
more than halfway gone through the press before I
took over the charge of the Department in 1958 :
and that presented a serious problem : it was two late
to start afresh with the first stava ; nor was it appro-
priate to wait till the other stavas (separately paged)
were similarly ready for final presentation in a single
volume. The only feasible solution, therefore, appeared
to lie in issuing the present work asa separate volume
( : Pancastavi: Vol III). and in the mean time pro-
ceeding with the printing of the stavas 1 & Il under
Vol I, which is to be followed sharp by Vol II
covering stavas IIl & IV ). Hence the helpless release
of the present volume (:No 1II) before Vol I is out,

The press copy of the present work was original-
ly prepared by MM Dr S. N. Sharma Shastri, ex-Head
Pandit of the Department, and later on edited by
Pandit Dina Nath Yach Shastri the present Head
Pandit. The appendices have been prepared by Pandit
Radha Krishen Gurtoo, copyist of the Department,

It is hoped the present publication will, in spite

of the printer's devil, satisfy a longstanding demand
of the lovers of this lore.

P.N. P,







Introductory :

i

THE Sakalajananistava is the fifth hymn of the cele-
brated Pancastavi: the pentad of devotional hymins.
in praise of Sakti (: Divine Energy) conceived as the

female principle realisable in all the eight forms of
divine manifestation. As the very title signifies it is
in praise of the Universal Mother, the Mother of All
( Being ), ‘a (full) moonlight’ for the darkness, that is
the fear of ‘rebirth’. It is she who can guarantee
release from the noose of maya (: miyigranthi) and
to win Her favour she has to be propitiated in the
way prescribed by what is rather loosely known as
( Saktic ) Tantrism, in which the Kundalini-yoga 1is
the pivotal practice. Sociology of this Tantrism would,
no doubt, be a highly interesting study, but for our
present purpose here suffice? it to say that in spite
of many esoteric vagaries and irrational intricracies
of dogma and ritual, this Saktic movement tried to
cut across a bewildering multiplicity of sectarain paths,
and tended to restore ( at least temporarily) a sort
of balance between the material and the spiritual as-
pects of human personality. What is more important,
it re-afirmed the socio-religious significance of woman
as a human entity, and emphasized her role in the
spiritual regeneration and ultimate salvation of man.

The Sakalajananistava, though replete with devo-
tional fervour talks, no doubt, highly abstruse metaphor
of esoteric discipline; but the general tone is that of
catholic cynthesis as is very ably brought out by the
late Pandit Harabhatta S4stri in his erudite commentry
on the work,

1. cf. (SI1). seasazanF1gia
2, TFor a detajled note see INRTOD. to the (forthcoming) Vol I.




(ii1)
2

THE authorship of the Pancastaviremainsa mystery.
It is surprising that early commentators on similar
devotional works like the Saundaryalahari hardly

ever mention the work by the title Pancastavi; while

quotations® have been offered by -them from hymns
referring to them severally. Is the Pancastavi, then,

a mere compilation of five different hymns by different

authors ? Perhaps not, for internal disposition of the

hymns does not warrant this conjecture hewsoever
tempting it may sound. Besides striking affinities of
phrase and idiom there is at least one factual repe-
tition* in the first and the second stavas : the reference
to Vatsaraja Udayana who rose from pelf to power
by_ virtue of the favour confered upon him by the

Divine Mother. - The similarity is tco close to be casual,

particularly in the following lines :

afgamaigaafaans: shaE@UsIsAag
afy ca=avorregsTwifas:
disd TqIRIET: 1|
(Stava I, S112) -

and
e ISYIATTATH T ..
TR H AL FIA:

qdqx: N

—

[Stava II, SI 7]

Now most of the verses quoted by Lakshmidhara

3. Cf. Saundaryalahari ( Ganesh & Co., Madras, 1957 );
Pp. 23, 29, 34, 12, 125, 133, 143, 166, 170, 297, and 305, to take only the
Sakalajanamistava. Cf. Further—Pp. 24, 28, 35, &7, 38, 46, 61, 96, 102, 105
117, 119, 276, 277, 294; 118, 187, 189; 22, 30, 34, and 113.

4, Cf. sloka 12, stava I and sloka 7, stava IL




(iv)

in his commentary® have been ascribed to come acarya
while in one® case at least no less a person than
Kalidasa has been presented as the author. Some
Kalidasa different from the author of the Raghuvamsga
and the Sikuntalam ? Another name to which the
authorship of these hymns has been ascribed is that
of Dharmacirya whom Pandit Harabhatta Q4stri has
recognized as the undisputed author :

qsaeqeai squTd  swgaRiArdFartany |
TR .7

Was it then some Dharmacirya Kalidasa, a devotee
of Kali? He surely must have been a non-Kashmiri
writer, and itis, therefore, a very high tribute to his
calibre that his work should have been so popular in
Kashmir that it is believed to be an indigenous piece,

3

AND finally a word about the author of the monu-
mental commentary on these hymns.

The late Pandit Harabhatta ,Sastri (1874-1951) was
an outstanding scholar® of the Saiva lore, and certainly .
the last of a line of the masters of the old Baiva
tradition in Kashmir. Born of a Saraswata brahmin
Pandit Keshava Jadoo, he received his early tuition
at home, and later on passed the Prajia, Visarada
and Sastri examinations from the Rajakiya Pithashila
of Srinagar and in 1898 won a silver medal from the
S. D. Sabha, in recognition of his superior merit. Dur-
ing his very school days the young scholar had shown

5. Cf. Pp. 32, 29, 35, and 305, q&HIa{ [g’;:q-ﬁ—a-gﬂ, Madras 1957.]

6. Cf. P 305,1bid: mg UF FIFASTAONATIS: FATHAHANGA AT 15
AFASTAAEATS FraaH | qqT— AT

7. P.127, end.

&  In his own words : ATTATIATAG (Verse 4, P. 172).




(v)

deep interest in Kashmir Saivism, which secured him
an eminent guru® in Sri Mukunda who further initiat-
ed him into the mysteries of the saiva agama. Soun
after he got employed in the State Research Depart-
ment where in 1916 be occupied the post of a second
Pandit which he retained till his retirement in 1947.
His sound scholarship proved a boon for many a
research scholar both in India and abroad, among
whom mention may be made of Dr K.C. Pandey
(of Lucknow University ), Prof H. Woods (of the
Harvard University, U.S. A.) and Mr D. B. Spooner
(of Havard ), Sri J.C. Chatterjee, the then superin-
tendent of the Archaeology and Research Department
also has paid a well-deserved tribute to his scholarship
which proved a mainstay for the departmentin those
early stages. Particularly significant have been lis:

1. Commentary on the Ajadapramatr Siddhi of U(zp;ola).
1921

2. Vivarana on the Bodhapancadasika and the
Paramartha-Carca. (1947)

3. A Descriptive Catalogue of the Sanskrit Mss in
the Private Library of the His Highness,  ......
in collaboration with R, C. Kak Esqr. 1927

Besides, he collaborated with Sri Kak in editing
more than half a dozen works!@ between 19 9-41.
But his magnum opus is his commentary on the
Pancastavi, This monumental work of his is a treasure-
house of tantric learning with an accent on Kashmir
Saivism. In  spite of its encyclopaedic nature, the

9. See P. 127 (text).

10. Namely : iTfgaagfa (1929); FALIGHT (1929) ; Foramoiag=e (1932-37)
ATy (1934) fargaraaad (1935) ; ggataaraq 1938 ; and &qe-

T (1941).

I



(vi)

commentary is nowhere ostentatious, nor does it revel
in demolitionary acrobatics. It just tries to expound,
for the benefit'* of others; and therein lies its forte.
His language and prosody may betray a little care-
lessness’ at a place or two, but his mastery over the
subject is fairly evident from his treatment!® of
philosophical theorisings and scholastic bickerings. It
is not merely a nodding acquaintance with the issue
involved but an intimate understanding and a thought-
ful consideration of the fundamentals.

And that makes the commentary a genuine con-
tribution in the old orthodox way.

—P N. Pushp

11. In his own words : q‘ﬁqﬁﬁ (Verse 4, P. 172),
12. Such as ﬁ-]:gﬂt (Verse 2, line 2 P, 171) and the compound : q‘mq‘qa-rqﬁqa

(Verse 4, line 3, P, 172) which involves an insipid redundance in the end.
13. Cf. Pp. 5, 78, 144, 146 and 157 in particular.
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